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June 18, 2006
Mark 4:26-34

Chia pets demonstrate the mystery of
the kingdom of God in a great way. You
rub a seed mixture onto the head of the
pet and you water it. In a few days, you get
a growing plant that looks like hair. You
don’t know why. You never even see when
it happens. In life, we have the ability to
plant seeds. But growth is God’s secret. Jesus
tells us the kingdom of God is like . . . plant-
ing seeds. When Jesus speaks of the king-
dom of God, he is not talking of a place, but
a mindset. The kingdom of God is total
trust in the mystery of God. It is being faith-
ful—to something that you will never see
and never understand. The kingdom of God
is present in a life where we plant the seeds
hope, love, and peace everywhere.

God’s dream is not something that can
be seen today. That hope is something
that we can never completely understand.
Yet when it is truly present in the world—
everyone will realize it.

Jesus explains that he uses parables in
order to help us understand the mystery
of God. Ironically he says that not every-
one will understand, but he will make it
plain to his disciples in private. The good
news of the gospel is that what is
explained in private becomes common
knowledge. The ultimate parable of God
is the life of Jesus Christ. This is the para-
ble that we are called to interpret in every
language, in every way—so we all can
experience the love of God.

June 25, 2006
2 Corinithians 6:1-13

A hero is a man of great courage; a hero
is also the central male character in a
story. As Paul wrote to the Corinthian
church, it is unlikely that he had either of
these definitions of the word in mind.
Paul would never have cast himself as the
central character of his message. Jesus
Christ is always the central character of
the good news.
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Yet as Paul spoke of his ministry, he
may have been thinking of the example of
the suffering servant in the book of Isaiah.
The suffering servant is the one who
endures pain and suffering on behalf of
the community. Paul did indeed become a
hero of the church. In ministry, Paul
endured afflictions, hardships, calamities,
beatings, imprisonment, riots, labors,
sleepless nights, hunger, and, ultimately,
death. Paul defines his life as an example
of Christian endurance. Endurance is the
ability to bear adversity in such a tri-
umphant way that it transfigures a situa-
tion. For Paul, endurance takes the pain of
life and turns it into strength and glory.
Glory to the power we have available
when Jesus is the central character in our
lives.

In a world where suffering is seen as
something to be avoided, the virtue of suf-
fering is not popular. Yet Paul says that
this is an urgent message. In order for us
to pass it on, we have to open our hearts,
to expand our understanding to not only
hear the message but also to live it out.

July 2, 2006
2 Corinithians 8:7-15

Can you figure out this riddle? What is
bigger than God; the mission of the devil;
the rich need it desperately; and the poor
have plenty of it? Key question—what is
bigger than God? Nothing is bigger than
God. The poor may have plenty of noth-
ing, but sometimes they know how to
make the best use of it. That was the mes-
sage that Paul was trying to get across to
the Corinthians. His mission was to ask
the Gentile churches to raise money for
the poor of Jerusalem. Only one church,
the Macedonians, gave to meet the need.
This church understood poverty well.
They gave out of abundance of concern
and love.

The underlying message to all church-
es is that sometimes those who might be
rich in resources are sometimes spiritually
poor. And those who are poor in resources
are sometimes rich in generosity. Paul

tells the Corinthians that they indeed
excel in every other way. They should also
excel in generosity.

Christ is our ultimate example of gen-
erosity. Before he came to earth and went
to the cross, he gave of himself. He loved
us enough to bring his presence to earth
to make a difference in our lives.
Christians are called to do the same.

Generosity is not just about giving of
your resources—it is about giving of your-
self. It is about giving willingly from your
heart. Generosity is where resources meet
the needs of the receiver.

Paul’s final word for us is a reminder
that generosity is the great equalizer of
life. Paul quotes Exodus 16:18—the one
who had much did not have too much,
and the one who had little did not have
too little.

July 9, 2006
Mark 6:1-13

When Jesus sends the disciples out, he
gives them three words of advice: travel
together, trust God, and travel light.

Jesus wanted the disciples to under-
stand that to enter into the life of a com-
munity was to enter into sacred space. Just
as one would purify himself or herself
when entering into the presence of God,
we enter into the lives of God’s people
open and vulnerable. Faith is a journey
that is never really complete. We are
never comfortable; we are never totally
reliant on ourselves.

In those days when one traveled it was
the sole responsibility of the host to give
hospitality. Jesus gives his disciples anoth-
er interesting piece of advice. He tells
them that if they don’t get that hospitality,
they should shake the dust from their feet.
For a Jew that was the ultimate insult. It
meant that when you left that place, you
forgot all about those people. Would God
really do that to us? Would God really
exclude us from the promise of salvation?
We are the modern-day disciples bringing
God’s message of love and mercy to the
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world. When a traveler, weary from the
troubles of life, enters our church looking
for hope, how do we extend hospitality?
When we don’t go out of our way to make
a traveler feel welcome, have we not
indeed excluded them—and shaken the
dust from our feet?

July 16, 2006
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12-19

David seemed to have an interesting
relationship with God. No matter what
was happening in his life, he always
acknowledged the presence of God.
Bringing the ark of covenant to the city of
Jerusalem was a very big milestone for
him. This now meant that Jerusalem is
not only the center of David’s rule but also
is the center of God’s rule. The ark was
believed to contain an actual presence—
God resided in the ark.

When David sees that Uzzah is killed
for touching the ark, he is hesitant and
afraid. But then he sees the house of
Obed-edom prosper he is encouraged to
bring the ark to the city of his rule. The
presence of God is always the source of
both promise and danger.

David marks the celebration through a
very exuberant dance. His wife complains
and says it is not appropriate. But this is
more than joyous celebration. This is a
special honor to God. How do you
acknowledge the presence of God in your
life> When you know God is with you,
what do you do? When you hear the
Word of God in your life, and everyone
else is telling you that there is absolutely
nothing to celebrate, how do you
respond? God loves to see us dance with
our lives.

If our hearts are truly moved by the
presence of God, then our bodies, lips,
and lives should move also. Some of us
dance, some of us speak, and others act.
Whatever we do, it is always a response to

God.

July 23, 2006
Ephesians 2:11-22

If the world ever needed to have a sense
of peace, we need it more than ever today.
The news is full of stories of our struggles
to understand one another. There is
always tension. In Ephesians, this tension
existed between Jewish Christians, who

felt that it was necessary to be circum-
cised, and Gentile Christians, who were
told that was not necessary. It seems that
every society builds walls to protect our
selves, our beliefs, and our ways of life.
But who do we include inside that wall,
and who do we consider outsiders?

How far do we take peace? Does Christ
call us to be in unity with those outside of
the church? Does Christ call us to be in
unity with those of other faiths and
beliefs?

Paul reminds us that before Christ, we
were all aliens and strangers. But through
Christ we are all citizens, saints, members
of the household of God. Through Christ
we were called to break down those old
walls and to come together. Paul says that
unity is not in our ability to agree, but in
Christ’s love for us. It is Christ who gives
us peace. In Christ there is not either/or,
there is always both /and.

When God builds a structure, the
foundation is Scripture, Christ is the cor-
nerstone, Christians are the building
blocks, and the Holy Spirit is the mortar
to hold it all together. The church is
intended to be God’s model of unity.
Christ becomes the meeting place for a
divided humanity.

July 30, 2006
John 6:1-21

When I was a child, one of my biggest
fears was that someone would steal my
lunch money. With no money for lunch, I
would have to go hungry all day. In this
story, Jesus takes a little boy’s lunch and
uses it to feed a whole crowd. For John,
Jesus is the bread of life. As the crowd
gathered to hear his words, Jesus feels
responsible not only for the hunger in
their souls but also in their physical bod-
ies. Many of these people were living at
the point of basic survival. Many of them
sacrificed a whole day’s pay just to come
and listen. The disciples ponder the situa-
tion. Philip, a penny-pincher says that
there is no way to afford to help them.
Andrew scours the crowd in search of an
answer. He finds a little boy who obvious-
ly had been fed spiritually from the expe-
rience. He was willing to share the lunch
that had been provided for him in order to
help others.

Jesus uses this small gift to feed the
people far beyond anything that they ever



expected. When they have their fill, there
are twelve baskets of leftovers. What hap-
pened to that food? Was it redistributed
to others in need? There was such a need
for people to be fed, that is probably why
the food was collected in baskets. When
God provides for us in abundance, what
do we do with the leftovers? How do we
make use of the things that we are given?

August 6, 2006

Psalm 51:1-12; 2 Samuel 11:26—
12:13a

Politics is full of scandal. There is
always some story of misconduct from
leaders in the news. We love to look at
the personal shortcomings of our leaders
and hold it against them; many of these
public figures never overcome these sto-
ries. Life has not changed much—2
Samuel contains the story of scandal of
David as a political figure. In many ways,
neither David nor his descendants were
able to live down those scandals.

And yet, David’s response to his short-
comings was different than the leaders of
today. Psalm 51 is thought of as David’s
request to God for forgiveness. Today, a

politician might hire a “spin doctor” to
soften the story. Today’s leaders, as a rule,
don’t admit guilt

In Psalm 51, the writer admits guilt and
acknowledges the consequences of his
actions. He realizes that the road ahead to
repentance will not be easy. Yet his request
is for God to walk with him. He wants to
be cleansed and renewed so that he can
return to a relatonship with God. He
acknowledges that through forgiveness
God maintains that relationship and
restores joy.

If God’s grace was enough to cleanse
David of his sin, will it be the same for us
and our sins? If we are willing and able to
admit our misgivings and ask for forgive-
ness, God’s grace is always present. O
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CORRECTION
On page 30 in Sermon Starters
(March/April), the first word should be
Philip (not Peter). Circuit Rider regrets
the error.
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