




delivered the people from famine, and focused living and disci-
plined savings can save the hearer from financial peril too. But
the real payoff of a message on this text is helping the congre-
gation realize that God worked through Joseph’s focus and
discipline to ensure the survival of God’s chosen people, and
thus helped Joseph live beyond himself and beyond his time!

When our sermons teach our congregants how to eliminate
debt and build savings we not only help them gain control over
their finances, but we also empower them to use their resources
to partner with Christ in doing God’s will on earth—and that is
an act of grace.

Draw People to Invest in a Higher Calling
Our message is a means of grace when it draws people to

fearlessly invest their lives in a higher calling. Jesus’ teaching
in Matthew 6:19-21 points us heavenward, but if we’re not
careful we can turn this point of grace into a barb. Jesus
cautioned that “where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.” We sometimes use his words to make the point that if
we’re not careful we will love our treasure more than we love
Jesus—I confess that I have preached that very message with
predictable results.

But as I think about it, I have never seen a bumper sticker
on a parishioner’s car that said ‘‘I Love My 401k,” never been
in a kitchen where the refrigerator proudly displayed photo-
graphs of the family’s finest silver or the wife’s mink coat,
never had a parishioner take me in the living room, get all
misty-eyed and say, “Have I ever shown you these pictures of
my bank statements?” Jesus is getting at the importance of
investing in the things of heaven—God’s will being done on

earth as it is in heaven—rather than in the stuff of earth. It is
not so much a matter of refraining from having an emotional
attachment to our money as it is a matter of orienting our
lives towards the things of heaven rather than the stuff of
earth. Sermons that raise our sights will draw on that deep,
but sometimes hidden, well of outrageous generosity
imbedded in us at creation. And preaching that draws that
hidden generosity upward is an act of grace.

Preaching on money is only intimidating when we enter the
pulpit with an incorrect set of assumptions about our parish-
ioners and a misunderstanding of the goal of our preaching.
Our preaching on money can help our members live beyond
themselves and beyond their time. Our preaching on money
can be a means of grace through which the Holy Spirit liberates
our innate generosity, frees people from debilitating debt, and
draws us to invest in God’s kingdom and thus partner with
Christ in the new creation.  ❑
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“Joseph’s focused living and disciplined savings,
not a miracle, delivered the people from famine,
and focused living and disciplined savings can
save the hearer from financial peril too.” 




